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Jerry Epstein is a former U.S. Marine Corps officer. In this capacity, he 
served as a prosecutor, defense attorney, and judge under the Uniform 
Code of Military Justice. 
 
After retiring from the military, Jerry worked for I.B.M. and later 
earned a M.A. in Sociology. During this period, his beliefs about drug 
policies began to change. He studied the research on heroin addiction 
in the military during the Vietnam War and President Nixon’s National 

Commission on Marijuana and Drug Abuse report which explained that our drug policies are based on 
“incorrect assumptions.”  
 
For the past 17 years, Epstein has studied the problem of drug abuse and addiction with numerous 
experts from the U.S. and around the world, collaborating closely with Distinguished Professor G. Alan 
Robison and with the James Baker III Institute for Public Policy.  
 
Jerry Epstein is co-founder of the Drug Policy Forum of Texas. 

 
 

The Law Enforcement Action Partnership is a nonprofit organization composed of police, prosecutors, judges, and other criminal justice professionals who use their 
expertise to advance drug policy and criminal justice solutions that improve public safety. With 150 speakers across the United States, LEAP representatives reach millions 

of Americans each year through educational programs and media interviews..  
 

For event bookings, contact Speakers@LawEnforcementAction.org 
For media, contact Media@LawEnforcementAction.org 

 
www.LawEnforcementActionPartnership.org 

Formerly known as Law Enforcement Against Prohibition 
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