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Sheriff Steve Tompkins began his law enforcement career in 2002 with 
the Suffolk County Sheriff’s Department in Massachusetts. He served 
previously as the Chief of External Affairs, where he was responsible 
for the day–to–day management of the department’s operations. He 
developed the Common Ground Institute, a vocational training and 
prisoner re-entry program designed to help formerly incarcerated 
people find employment. He later created a juvenile justice program 
known as JailBrake to help educate young people about the realities of 
incarceration. 

 
In 2013, Tompkins was elected Sheriff. His responsibilities include managing all operations for the Suffolk 
County House of Correction, the Nashua Street Jail, and the Civil Process Division. He also provides 
care, custody, and rehabilitative support for inmates and pretrial detainees. He formerly served as chair 
of the Community Service Board for the Dimock Center and is currently vice chair for the Board of 
Trustees at Roxbury Community College. He holds a B.A. in communications from Boston College and 
a M.A. in public affairs from the University of Massachusetts. 

 
 

The Law Enforcement Action Partnership is a nonprofit organization composed of police, prosecutors, judges, and other criminal justice professionals who use their 
expertise to advance drug policy and criminal justice solutions that improve public safety. With 200 speakers across the United States, LEAP representatives reach millions 

of Americans each year through educational programs and media interviews.  
 

For event bookings, contact ​Speakers@LawEnforcementAction.org 
For media, contact ​Media@LawEnforcementAction.org 

 
www.LawEnforcementActionPartnership.org 

Formerly known as Law Enforcement Against Prohibition 
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