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Lucy Lang began her legal career in 2006 as an assistant district attorney
with the Manhattan District in New York. Her duties included leading
multi-year wiretapping investigations, complex gang and murder trials, and
appellate cases. She later served as Special Counsel for Policy and Projects
and Executive Director of the District Attorney’s in-house think tank, the
Manhattan D.A. Academy. Under her direction, the academy became a
leader in the development of best prosecutorial practices. She also ran
Manhattan’s Intelligence Driven Prosecution Symposium and inaugurated
an in-prison college class designed for incarcerated students to study criminal justice alongside
prosecutors.
In 2018, Lang left the District Attorney’s Office and became the Executive Director of the Institute for
Innovation in Prosecution (I.I.P.) at John Jay College. Her work with I.I.P. revolves around the
development of new and improved prosecutorial practices. She holds a B.A. in political science from
Swarthmore College and a J.D. from Columbia Law School, where she is a Lecturer-in-Law. She serves
on the Board of Managers at Swarthmore College and was previously Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of
Gender and Law at Columbia Law School. She was named a Rising Star by the New York Law Journal in
2015, was selected as a Presidential Leadership Scholar in 2017, and is a Term Member of the Council
on Foreign Relations.
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