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As law enforcement professionals, we believe it is our duty to speak in opposition to police violence 
against community members and in support of the wave of nonviolent protests taking place across the 
country today. We cannot uphold public safety without earning community trust. Without trust, people 
do not report crimes, and witnesses refuse to talk to us. 

One cause of this distrust is that police officers who commit serious misconduct are rarely held 
accountable, partly due to a broken system. A second cause is that police are asked to address problems 
that we are ill-equipped to solve, including addiction, mental health issues, and homelessness. A third 
cause is that American policing still carries a legacy of systemic racism, from the Jim Crow era to today. 

Today, words are not enough. We support national action because we owe equal rights to every 
person, regardless of their background. We must act on our values of transparency, accountability, and 
safety. Below, we outline specific measures that federal, state, and local legislators and law enforcement 
should enact today to take responsibility for rebuilding trust in police and protecting public safety. 
Holding ourselves to a higher standard is the best way to honor our profession.  

For Congress: 
1. Transparency 

a. Congress should establish an independent national public database recording all officers 
who were terminated or resigned due to misconduct, including but not limited to 
excessive use of force, corruption, domestic violence, assault and harassment, perjury, 
falsifying a police report, and planting or destroying evidence. These officers should be 
prohibited by law from being certified as a police officer ever again in any state.  

i. Congress should require law enforcement agencies to track complaints and 
disciplinary actions against officers and share this information with other 
agencies in the hiring process.  

b. Congress should require agencies to collect and report information on police stops and 
uses of force, with data disaggregated by race and other demographic categories.  

2. Accountability  
a. Congress should establish a national standard for the use of deadly force that: 

i. Upholds the sanctity of human life. 
ii. Raises the threshold for the use of deadly force above the one found in Graham 

v. Connor. This decision set a floor, not a ceiling. We can better protect lives by 
ensuring that unreasonable force is not sanctioned by law. 



 
iii. Affirmatively states an officer’s duty to employ de-escalation techniques and to 

intervene when another officer is using excessive force. 
iv. Prohibits all maneuvers that restrict the flow of blood or oxygen to the brain, 

such as neck compression and chokeholds, without justification for lethal force.  
v. Requires deadly physical force investigations to be conducted by independent 

prosecutors such as state attorneys general rather than local prosecutors.  
b. Congress should pass a law to ensure that the qualified immunity doctrine does not 

stop officers who break the law from being held legally accountable.  
 
For state and local authorities: 

1. Cities and states should take the above actions regardless of the federal government’s actions. 
2. Transparency 

a. Set clear standards for how agencies honor FOIA requests. 
b. Make procedures, policies and directives available for public review. 

3. Accountability 
a. Reform police contracts and state laws that unreasonably restrict police terminations or 

erase police complaints or disciplinary records. 
b. Enact a “duty to intervene” policy requiring officers on scene to attempt to stop fellow 

officers from applying excessive force and report misconduct to superior officers. 
c. Establish independent civilian oversight boards with subpoena power to monitor 

discipline and internal investigations of police shootings. 
d. Establish civilian governance boards to guide police policy according to local priorities. 

4. Practices 
a. Prohibit the use of no-knock warrants for drug searches and other police functions 

where they are not essential to protect public safety. 
b. Avoid using military equipment and military-style uniforms for nonessential purposes. 

5. Alternatives 
a. Wherever possible, remove policing of social issues from the scope of police 

responsibilities. Promote funding of social service agencies and implement evidence- 
based interventions to address substance use, mental health crisis, and homelessness.  

b. Provide academy and in-service de-escalation, communication, and mindfulness training.  
c. Address officer mental health to prevent both self-harm and trauma-related escalation. 

Remove stigma and other barriers to officer mental health treatment.  
 
For the Executive Branch: 

1. Re-establish Department of Justice pattern-or-practice investigations. 
2. Re-institute the 21st Century Policing Initiative, incorporating new lessons learned.  



 
 
Major Neill Franklin (Ret.) 
Maryland State and Baltimore City Police, MD 
 
Chief Joseph Brann (Ret.) 
Hayward Police Department, CA  
Founding Director, US DOJ COPS Office 
 
Chief Mike Ward (Ret.) 
Alexandria Police Department, KY 
 
Sheriff James Manfre (Ret.) 
Flagler County, FL 
 
Commissioner Peter Volkmann 
Hudson Police Department, NY 
 
Chief Brendan Cox (Ret.) 
Albany Police Department, NY 
 
Commissioner Branville Bard 
Cambridge Police Department, MA 
 
Chief Mark S. Ater, Jr. 
Union City Police Department, OH 
 
Chief Art Howell 
Racine Police Department, WI 
 
Chief John Dixon (Ret.) 
Petersburg Police Department, VA 
 
Capt. Anthony April 
Alaska State Police 
 
Chief Ed Jackson 
Annapolis Police Department, MD 

Chief Betty Frizzell (Ret.) 
Winfield Police Department, MO 
 
Captain Ivonne Roman 
Newark Police Department, NJ 
 
Captain Sonia Pruitt 
Montgomery County Police Department, MD 
 
Deputy Chief Wayne Harris (Ret.) 
Rochester Police Department, NY 
 
Assistant Chief Juan Cloy (Ret.) 
Canton Police Department, MS 
 
Lt. Sonya Zollicoffer 
Prince George's County Police Dept, MD 
 
Lt. Fred Martens (Ret.) 
New Jersey State Police 
 
Officer Brian Gaughan (Ret.) 
Arlington Police Department, IL 
 
Commissioner Jiles H. Ship 
New Jersey Police Training Commission 
Director of Public Safety (Fmr.), Plainfield, NJ 
 
Chief James Pugel (Ret.) 
Seattle Police Department, WA 
 
Chief Tom Synan 
Newtown Police Department, OH 
 
Chief RaShall M. Brackney 
Charlottesville Police Department, VA 



 
Chief Robert J. Hoffman (Ret.) 
Plainfield Police Department, CT 
 
Sgt. Terry Blevins (Fmr.) 
Gila County Sheriff’s Office, AZ 
 
Lt. Jay Hall (Ret.) 
Houston Police Department, TX 
 
Sgt. Steve Miller (Ret.) 
Canton Police Department, MI 
 
Deputy Sheriff Jay Fleming (Fmr.) 
Park County Sheriff’s Office, MT 
 
Sgt. Carl Tennenbaum (Ret.) 
San Francisco Police Department, CA 
 
Deputy Sheriff Jefferson Cooper (Ret.) 
Milwaukee County Sheriff's Department, WI 
 
Det. Sgt. J. Gary Nelson (Ret.) 
Scottsdale Police Department, AZ 
 
Officer Daniel McDonald 
Tampa Police Department, FL 
 
Deputy Sheriff Paul Steigleder (Ret.) 
Clackamas County Sheriff's Office, OR 
 
Assistant Chief Erroll Southers (Fmr.) 
Los Angeles World Airports Police 
Department, CA 
 
Chief Brandon Del Pozo (Fmr.) 
Burlington Police Department, VT 
 

Public Safety Director Quovella Spruill 
Franklin Township Police Department, NJ 
 
Chief Rob Reyes (Fmr.) 
US Department of Veterans' Affairs Police, PA 
 
Lt. Diane Goldstein (Ret.) 
Redondo Beach Police Department, CA 
 
Lt. Col. Arthur Rizer (Ret.) 
Former Police Officer, Cheney, WA 
 
Det. Nick Morrow (Fmr.) 
Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department, CA 
 
Director Michael C. Harvey 
Rappahannock Criminal Justice Academy, VA 
Capt. (Fmr), Spotsylvania County Sheriff's Office 
 
Det. Justin Boardman (Fmr.) 
West Valley City Police Department, UT 
 
Lt. Joanne Naughton (Ret.) 
New York Police Department, NY 
 
Captain Joe Balles (Ret.) 
Madison Police Department, WI 
 
Lt. Anita Fraser 
DeKalb County Police Department, GA 
 
Superintendent Christine Elow 
Cambridge Police Department, MA 
 
Deputy Chief Stephen Downing (Ret.) 
Los Angeles Police Department, CA 
 



 
Chief Norm Stamper (Ret.) 
Seattle Police Department, WA 
 
Sheriff Michael W. Neustrom (Ret.) 
Lafayette Parish, LA 
 
Lt. Tom Barham (Fmr.) 
Los Angeles County Sheriff's Office, CA 
 
Officer Silvestre Tanenbaum (Fmr.) 
Carrollton Police Department, TX 
 
Officer Jack Wilborn (Ret.) 
Glendale Police Department Reserves, AZ 
 
Det. Kenneth Williams (Ret.) 
Brockton Police Department, MA 
 
Officer Seth Stoughton (Fmr.)  
Tampa Police Department, FL 
 
Det. Sgt. Ted Nelson (Ret.) 
Michigan State Police 
 
Officer Jason Jakubowski (Fmr.) 
Big Rapids Police Department, MI 
 
Criminal Investigator Danielle Spilker-Wilson 
San Diego County District Attorney's Office, 
CA 
 
Executive Director Thomas Thompson 
Kettering Health Network Police Dept, OH 
Assistant Chief (Fmr.), Miamisburg Police Dept 
 
Chief Antonio DeVaul  
Takoma Park Police Department, MD 

Chief Sean O'Neil 
Holden Arboretum Police Department, OH 
 
Chief Frederick Ryan (Ret.) 
Arlington Police Department, MA 
 
Major Wendell M. France, Sr. (Ret.) 
Baltimore Police Department, MD 
 
Capt. Joseph Perez (Ret.) 
Prince George's County Police Dept, MD 
 
Officer Beth Comery (Fmr.) 
Providence Police Department, RI 
 
Officer Kyle Kazan (Ret.) 
Torrance Police Department, CA 
 
Sgt. DeAndre' Hutchison  
Houston Police Department, TX 
 
Deputy Sheriff Pete Tutmark (Fmr.) 
Clackamas County, OR 
 
Officer David Franco (Ret.) 
Chicago Police Department, IL 
 
Special Agent David Long (Fmr.) 
Office of the Inspector General 
US Department of Labor  
 
Deputy Inspector Corey Pegues (Ret.) 
New York Police Department, NY 
 
Chief Ron Louie (Ret.) 
Hillsboro Police Department, OR 
 



 
Chief Michael Botieri 
Plymouth Police Department, MA 
 
Chief Andrew Mills  
Santa Cruz Police Department, CA 
 
Officer Ronald E. Hampton (Ret.) 
Washington Metropolitan Police Department, 
DC 
 
Commander Marc Buslik (Ret.) 
Chicago Police Department, IL 
 
Special Agent Ray Strack (Ret.) 
Department of Homeland Security, Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
 
Captain Leigh Maddox (Ret.) 
Maryland State Police 
 
Officer Floyd Peterson 
Washington Township School Police 
Department, IN 
 
Corporal Tim Hitt (Fmr.) 
Monroe Police Department, LA 
 
Security Officer Dean Becker (Fmr.) 
United States Air Force 
 
Chief Miguel Dennis (Ret.) 
Annapolis Police Department 
 
Chief Larry A. Kirk (Ret.) 
Old Monroe Police Department, MO 
 
 

Chief Drew Diamond (Ret.) 
Tulsa Police Department, OK 
 
Chief David Honda 
Watsonville Police Department, CA 
 
Officer Gnatee Doe 
Daytona Beach Police Department, FL 
 
Lt. Tim McMillan (Ret.) 
Garden City Police Department, GA 
 
Officer Jeff Kaufman (Fmr.) 
New York Police Department, NY 
 
Lt. Nick Bucci (Ret.) 
New Jersey State Police 
 
Det. Tearany Hardaway (Fmr.) 
Daytona Beach Police Department, FL 
 
Special Agent Jamie Haase (Fmr.) 
US Immigration and Customs Enforcement  
 
Officer Shannon Wintruba (Ret.) 
Whitaker Police Department, PA 
 
Sgt. John Padgett (Ret.)  
Richmond County Sheriff’s Department 
 
Captain Lawrence Hunter (Ret.) 
Waterbury Police Department, CT 
 
Commissioner Trevor Velinor 
US Virgin Islands Police Department 


