
 

 
 
Chief Eric Guenther (Ret.) 
Village of Mundelein Police Department  
Mundelein, IL 
 
Chief Eric Guenther (Ret.) began his law enforcement career in 1995 as an 
officer with the Village of Mundelein Police Department in Illinois. Over 14 
years, he served as an investigator, sergeant, and commander. In 2009, he was 
elevated to Deputy Police Chief. In 2013, he became the Director of Public 
Safety, and his responsibilities expanded to include oversight of police and 
fire. In 2013, he was named Chief of Police. 
 
Under Chief Guenther’s leadership, the department created the Lake County 
Opioid Initiative and the “Way Out” program to help people experiencing 

drug addiction get treatment. Other accomplishments during his tenure include the development of the “Latino 
Police Academy” and programs to improve mental health and officer wellness, both of which improve officer 
effectiveness and the department’s relationships with the community.. 
 
In 2020, Chief Guenther retired from policing to take up his current role as the City Manager of Mundelein. In 
2017, he was named President of the Lake County Chiefs of Police Association. In 2018, he received the Illinois 
Association of Chiefs of Police Chief of the Year Award. He holds a BA in criminal justice and law enforcement 
administration from the University of Wisconsin-Platteville and a MA in public safety and law enforcement 
leadership from the University of St. Thomas.  He is a graduate of both the FBI National Academy and the School 
of Police Staff and Command at Northwestern University. 

 
 

The Law Enforcement Action Partnership is a nonprofit organization composed of police, prosecutors, judges, and other criminal justice professionals who use their 
expertise to advance drug policy and criminal justice solutions that improve public safety. With 200 speakers across the United States, LEAP representatives reach millions 

of Americans each year through educational programs and media interviews.  
 

For event bookings, contact Speakers@LawEnforcementAction.org 
For media, contact Media@LawEnforcementAction.org 

 
www.LawEnforcementActionPartnership.org 

Formerly known as Law Enforcement Against Prohibition 
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