
\

Judge Steve Leifman
Eleventh Judicial Circuit Court of Florida
Miami-Dade County, FL

Judge Steve Leifman was first elected to the Eleventh Judicial
Circuit Court of Florida in 1995. His tenure has been notable for
his commitment to improving mental health treatment in
Miami-Dade County. In 2000, he created the Criminal Mental
Health Project, a program which diverts people with mental
illnesses away from jails and into community-based treatment. As
of 2016, the program has helped 4,000 people stay out of jail, and
only six percent of graduates re-offend.

Beginning in 2007, Judge Leifman has served as the Special Advisor on Criminal Justice and Mental
Health for the Supreme Court of Florida. He received the 2012 Brain & Behavior Research
Foundation's Productive Lives Award and was the first Floridian judge to receive the William H.
Rehnquist Award for Judicial Excellence from Chief Justice John Roberts. He holds a B.S. from
American University, a J.D. from Florida State University, and sits on the board of the American
Psychiatric Foundation.

The Law Enforcement Action Partnership is a nonprofit organization composed of police, prosecutors, judges, and other criminal justice professionals who use their
expertise to advance drug policy and criminal justice solutions that improve public safety. With 200 speakers across the United States, LEAP representatives reach millions

of Americans each year through educational programs and media interviews.

For event bookings, contact Speakers@LawEnforcementAction.org
For media, contact Media@LawEnforcementAction.org

www.LawEnforcementActionPartnership.org
Formerly known as Law Enforcement Against Prohibition
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